Loss of tissue immunoreactive androgen receptor in prostate cancer presenting initially as an intracranial tumor.
We report a case of prostate cancer that presented initially as an intracranial tumor. Biopsy specimens of the prostate before endocrine treatment were nearly negative immunohistochemically for prostate-specific antigen and the androgen receptors. All metastases including those in the brain expressed neither androgen receptor nor prostate-specific antigen at the protein and mRNA levels. The tumor, which did not respond to the anti-androgen therapy, had an aggressive course. In this case, the androgen-independent growth and rapid progression might be associated with the initial loss of the antigen and androgen characteristics of the prostate.